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of Sirach Joth boe pale the ſenſe of worldly 5 

Peel 41. Men, when he cryes, O death, how bitter # the 
1. remembrance of thee to him that is at reſt, ; cc. 
But this Remembrance hath 44 nothing in 
it, to imbitter the Thoughts of a true Chriſtian, 
to whom the glories of the World to come are -fo 

fully revealed, and by whom the Vanities of this 
World are fo well underſtood ; he looks upon 
Death, but as a neceſſary paſſage. ft om his Labour 
to his Reſt, from his Work to his Wages; be 5 : 
the Voice of God hath reveaPd i it, and the > 

of God hath confirm'd it, that the dead — 2 | 


P &c. 2 
The Words contain in a *Y 
1. A Doctrine ſetting forth the Bleſſed 88 of 
thoſe that dye in the Lord. | 
2. The Authority on which the Truth of this 
Doctrine depends, 4 voice from Heaven preacheth it. 
The Concerns, that all Poſterity have in 
this Doctrine, thereſore it is order'd to be written 
for our Learning, that the Church may receive 
comfort from ĩt in all ages, write | 
4. The Agreeableneſs of this Doctrine to the 
lion of the Holy Spirit, who guided St. John's 
Pen, that we might ſee this Voice was no T DOR, - 
Jes, or even fo ſaith the Spirit, 
A further Confirmition of all ir in two ns 
why the Dead are Bleſſed, becauſe, = 
2. They reſt from their Laboars. 
2. Their works do follow them, 
In the firſt of theſe, we have two thing to be | 
* Explain'd. | q 
g 1. What it is to dye in the Lord. 
2. When the ac of ſuch doth begin. 
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About the firſÞof theſe, I find three 
G ᷣc•[[ſ p ̃ oo how 
I. The firſt faith, that ing in the Lord, is put 
for dying for the Lord, as Martyrs do; and Bellar- 
mine, with ſome more of his Party, reſtrain the 
Text to theſe only. hecauſe they would avoid the 
force of this place, 'againſt their Purgator 7x. 
But this interpretation is oppoſed by a greet 
many Learned Men of the Church gf Rene, and * 
it is contrary to the ſenſe of the „ 48 their chere, 
on Authors acknowledge. Beſides it is a great Yireeſe & 
prejudice to this Opinion, that this Text was ver7 9 
early put into the Solemn Office of Burial, as it is 
ſtill continued in dur Church: Now the Officeof  _ 
Burial was not made only ſor Martyrs, but for all! 
thoſe that dy d in the Communion: of the Chriſti- 4 
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And many good Men may be ready to lay 
down their Lives for Chriſt, who are not honour d 
with Martyrdom ; and it would be hard to ex- 
clude all theſe from this Blefſedneſs.” + 
II. The ſecond Opinion is that of the Learned 
Hugo Grotius, that dying in the Lord, fignifies, a 
being under great preſſures and continual vexati- 
ons, for the Truth's ſake, as St. Paul ſaid, that he Cor 6: 
dyed daily: but this is tao much forc'd ; and had zz © 
the Ancient Fathers underſtood this place of ſuch a 
Metaphorical Death, they would not have thought 
it proper for the comfort of thoſe, who had loſt 
their Dear Friends by a real Death: Neither 
could they be ſaid to reft from their labours, Who 
were then under the greateſt heat and burden of 
A e . 
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well as the moſt probable, vis. that all They dye 
in the Lord, ho at their Death are . 
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they dyed, [dyed unto the Lord, i. e. who. in 
Death renounceall Confidencem theirownWorks, 


and place all their Hope in the Mercy of God and 
1 car 85 the * of, Chriſt. They that are fallen aſleep: 
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the Dead in Qhriſt, are but other 
ee for the ſume People, and muſt be ta. 


keen in the ame Latitude for all che Saints Ag E 
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begin? This muſt be known 00 the right.placing 
: oft ie Word hencefortin. 3 ; 5 hene 


Some, as Bellarmine, be the Date of this 


- "henceforth from the Day of Judgment, as if the 
Dead in Chriſt did not till then reſt from their La- 
bours; but this ſhe wos hat hard ſhift. that a 


is put to, to maintain their Opinions. 


Wus this ſuch Encouragement to Werrprdbin. 
ſuch Conſolation to the Living, to hear, that after 


the Day of Judgment. their Labour and Sorrow 


fſhould end? What hard Fate had Abel and Enoch, 
| 33 and Iſaac to be or — en Years 


expeftingrheir Eaſe? 171 had sf; 

"nficcreader the 'Greekdeujreby quickly, os 
ſently „ and placing it with the Dead: would: have 
it to ignify, that they who were then dying, or 
dyed quickly after, were bleſſed, becauſe they 


Were taken away from the Evil to come 2 the 


| following Perſecutions. 


But 


wh > whodyed under The Fiery? 


_=_ 3 i "MY 
5 ret. . 4 


2 ĩ²˙ 1 git 2 f 


910 RE W 0 5 55 er] la 8 Sect Nm 5 Jam. "Y 12. 


LS 5. 11. | 
E de E who d 8 e Perſecutigr 
be more taken 11955 oth y th ; W K 0 


Therefore the Third Opinion ſeems more ert. 
fnable,- which dates. in Blelſcdne oy the „ 


Death of every eng wid dies in the Lord; 4D 
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| r Office of Burial. be true Chriftian-ip 8 
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4550 lie ings? bei e png de Sinn 
of his Confidence TD unto ebe Nes r 
But becauſe while we ſtand in the zattle we © | 
may grow weary of our Koh while We "Ire - 
on this ſide the Grave, We may, by backſliding 


fall i into a worſe Pit, that of. A age; 73 hi Fefores 


whatever others may judge of us, or. We of; WL - 
ſelves, yet the Folcz from Heaven wr Hot Pro- 


nounce any Bleſſed till all Dangers 13 Ti nps. 5 
tions are paſt, none but ihe 1 0 1 
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viz, The, Authority on m ch truth 
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rit of Prophecy, as after the Death of Zzchary and 
Malachy, they had inſtead of it a Voice from Hea- 
ven, and this was continged in the Chriſtian 
Church, though the Spirit of Propheſy was re- 
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aven Preacheth it. When the Jews loſt the Spi- 


ſtored to it, and in a larger effuſion than ever, to 
note the abundance of Revelation, which that 
time was bleſſed with; and to ſignify the uniting 
ol the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church into one.. 
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from Heaven; for with difficulty do we arrive at 
the knowledge of things before our Eyes, fo that 
we do hut betray our Folly, when we pretend to 
_Enow any thing of-the dead, but what Heaven 
hath revealed to us; and the Folly is as. great, 
when werejeft or deny what the moſt High hath 
revealed in the written Word. And this brings 
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me to tljge 2 


. . Tbird General, vi. The concern that all Poſte- 

vi hath in the trath of this e pcs it is orde- 
red to be written for our Learning and Comfort, write. 

Before the Canon of the New Teſtament was 
ſettled, which was not till about 100 Years 
after the Birth of Chriſt, Oral Tradition was very 
_ neceſſary to confront the Hereticks that began a- 
bout that time toappear openly, and to make a ſe- 
paration from the Church; for they alſo 9 


ed Traditions from ſome of the Apoſtles, the fal- 
lity of which was then beſt diſcovered by the true 
Traditions of the Apoſtles ; and theſe might for 
that Century be fafely conveyed by 3 Generations 
2 ors when the Canon of-the Scriptures was 
ſettled, then Traditions were nerdlefs, and _w 
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ly rejected if They did „ writ-” 


ten Word,, which was then made the Standard of 
Truth, e 55 ene 20 n deni e 
Aud if the good! Provide nee" sf G00 ede 
made this excellent Proviſion or hib Church, 
there had been need of an infallibility; not only in 
| the Church Univerſal, but in the Mouth of every 


one, Who related any part of Divine Truth; no- 


thing of could have ſecured the World Rom as 


many different Religions ; as there were Reiscons 


made of God's Will, by. Perſons the leaſt aſſuming 
and vain-glorious.. 


Bleſſed be God, hs Bark read 8 that War 


18 neceſſary for our Salvation and Comfort ſhoulde 


be written. And bleſſed be his great Name, that 
this Voice from Heaven is no deluſion to us, not 
like the Heathen Oracles, a eraſty Snare to intan- 
gle the Worſhippers, or a bloody Command to in- 
volve the World in Confuſion: No, it is the voice 


of Joy and Health in the Dwellings of the Rig. 


tecus: It is the Dictate of God's own Spirit, and 
the Product of his Goodneſs and LOVE; 5 1 
brings mne tod 

4. The Fourth general Head, vi. The agree. 0 
1 of this Doctrin to the Mind f the. 1 8 3 
Spirit, Yea, or even ſÞ ſaith rhe Spirit. 

But what need is there of this Contirmarionit? 

Can a Voice from Heaven delude us? I ane 
A Voice from the Air may delude us, becauſe * | 
tan is the Prince of the Air, and no doubt is per- 
mitted to form Voices in his o-] n Regions as well 
as in the Bodies of Men poſſeſsd by him; and we 
may be impos d upon by What comes m che 
i as if it came from Heaven. Fr 
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we 5018 2 
there was in the Wo 8 ke Wit of: 15. | 
ſcerning of Spirits, whereby all Voices and Reve- 
tions were known whence they came; and ſo 
what was then agreed upon to, he Go Go ds: Wong 
N could be no deluſſon „ 
ee are 
Bleſſed ſo much Confirmation? is not this * 
ſame that Solon the Athenian told Cræſus King of 
Lydiz, That no Man is happy before his Death; 
and if ſo, then this is che Vesegef Nature as welt 
as the Voice of the Spirit. 1 Anſwer, what So- 
lon ſaid is very different from the Text: for, Solon 
meant, that the richeſt and moſt proſperous Per- 
' ons could not be judged happy, unleſs they dee 
their Days in the ſame Proſperity and Eaſe th 
lived in; but if they fell from their greatnieſs, A 
Cræſus did, into Misfortunes and a violent Death, | 
they were: by him accounted miſerable. 
But the Voice in the Text doth neither pro- 
- nounce them happy that live Proſperouſly, nor 
them W dye Painfully; but only aith, 
that good Men, whether they live with- lit le, or 
with much, whether they dye with Eafe or with 


Agonies, are Bleſſed after Death; o that where 
| Solon 
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'The little happigeſs that attengs this Liſe, 
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